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Welcome to the NBRS Winter 2024 Newsletter 

  
We have had a very busy six months with 325 airfares paid. They have arrived from 
Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Rwanda, Burundi, Myanmar, and Congo. 
  
The Northern Beaches Refugee Sanctuary’s first family arrived in June 2003. We have 
now helped 8785 people from 48 different countries. 
  
We helped a sponsor with his family of 18 people on 3 visas from the DRC. They were 
his parents, three siblings and their children.  
He had been separated from his family due to the war in DRC. The war started in 1996 
and has killed an estimated six million people. His family sought refuge in different 
countries and different refugee camps. 
The sponsor came to Australia after spending 11 years in a refugee camp. 
He applied under the humanitarian program for his family and was delighted that all of 
them were successful.  
He hadn’t seen them in over twenty years. 
He is married and has children. His children haven’t met their grandparents or their 
extended family. He didn’t have the money for all the airfares.  We were able to help 
and the family arrived in April and May. 
It has been a time of great joy. The grandparents meeting their grandchildren. The 
cousins all getting to know each other. The siblings getting to know each other, 
meeting partners and nephews and nieces. 
The sponsor was just so happy and grateful that we could help. He no longer has to 
worry about their safety, or how to support such a large group in a refugee camp.  
He asked me to thank those who have helped reunite his family. 
  
We continue to help Afghan interpreters who worked with the Australian Defence 
Force, with loans. We helped 5 families consisting of 33 people in total. The situation 
in Pakistan is very difficult. Exit permits are required and the refugees are constantly 
being harassed. There are constant threats to them being returned to Afghanistan and 
as family members of people who helped our forces they would be at particular risk if 
they are deported. 
The weather has been brutal with temperatures in the low 50’s. 
We are delighted that we can help the families of those who were so helpful to 
Australian forces. 
  
DRC were about 30% of the families that we helped this quarter with a number of large 
groups. Big families can be very expensive. The families must travel from the refugee 
camps which normally requires an overnight stay, then the cost of airfares. It can cost 
between $2,500 and $3,000 for adults. The sponsor will have some savings but a 
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recent family of 12 needed us to pay over $20,000 of a $30,000 cost. The application 
was granted just as COVID closed the borders. They needed to get the visa extended 
and so were able to fly earlier this year. Finding a house for 12 people is challenging 
in the current Sydney market. The sponsor is responsible for getting them to set up 
tax file numbers, bank accounts, Medicare, enrolling the children in school and English 
lessons. He will also help with driving lessons, looking for work, finding doctors, 
learning to use public transport and all the things that we take for granted.  A huge 
task but one he took on very happily. 
  
We helped a man bring his wife and son in 2008. They arrived safely and settled into 
life in Sydney. They had three more children, two girls and a boy. Dad is a very cheerful 
and happy fellow. He calls me to say hello about once a year. Dad is a citizen as are 
the three children born here. Mum started the process to become a citizen only to find 
that some of the information in her application was incorrect. We live in a country that 
pays a lot of attention to dates and names. Our identity is proved by date of birth and 
birth certificates, stating full name at birth. We are asked when our parents married or 
died. All these rely on us seeing that accurate information is important. Some countries 
don’t have that level of data collection. Dates of birth aren’t important, and names can 
change. I have met many people who have a few names which are used at different 
times. e.g. family name, religious name, nicknames, tribal names. Each is a valid name 
but may not be recorded in an application for a visa.  The same happens with dates. 
If you don’t know your date of birth because it isn’t recorded, then you need to make 
up one estimating when you were born. If it isn’t important to you then it isn’t easy to 
remember the date. When you apply for a refugee visa the process needs to identify 
both you and your family connections. It is a rigorous process to ensure that your 
history qualifies you and that you are who you say you are. Identity theft is a also a 
problem with refugees.  
When mum applied to be a citizen there were so many inconsistencies her application 
was rejected, and she was asked to explain the differences.  If she was unsuccessful, 
she could have had her visa cancelled and made to leave Australia. This was very 
stressful. Returning to her country of birth would have broken up the family and put 
her at great risk. She needed expert help which we helped her get. The matter was 
resolved but it took four years. She is now a very proud Australian as is their oldest 
son who has just been accepted into the Australian Army. 
  
We had a long waiting list with waiting times up to 10 weeks. It is more manageable 
now with a waiting list of about one week. 
We have had a very rewarding year. There are no loan write-offs this year. We have 
paid $935,000 in airfares. Repayments have paid for 95% of new airfares paid. Costs 
will only be about $3,000 for Centrelink deduction fees. This means that it has cost us 
$5 per person we have helped in the last year. 
We expect that there will be continuing demand for our help. 
  
We are looking for donations. 
If you want to help, please transfer the money to our account. 
  
The Northern Beaches Refugee Sanctuary Ltd 

Commonwealth Bank. 
BSB 062197 
Account 10993154 



  
Please email me your details so that I can email you a tax receipt. 
  
David Addington 
30/05/2024 
  
If you no longer want to receive this newsletter, can you reply with unsubscribe. 
  
 


